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2 Samuel 14:1-33 \
Comeback of the Year |

Now Joab the son of Zeruiah knew that the king's heart %ent out
to Absalom. And Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there.a
wise woman and said to her, “Pretend to be a mourner and put
on mourning garments. Do not anoint yourself with oil, but
behave like a woman who has been mourning many days for the
dead. Go to the king and speak thus to him.” So Joab put the \
words in her mouth. When the woman of Tekoa came to the klng,
she fell on her face to the ground and paid homage and said, \
“Save me, O king.” And the king said to her, “What is your |
trouble?” She answered, “Alas, | am a widow; my husband is )
dead. And your servant had two sons, and they quarreled with |
one another in the field. There was no one to separate them, and
one struck the other and killed him. And now the whole clan,br
risen against your servant, and they say, ‘Give up_ the-man wh;»7
struck his brother, that we may put him to death for the life of his
—brotherwhom he killed:——

And so they would destroy the heir also. Thus they would
quench my coal that is left and leave to my husband neithe
name nor remnant on the face of the earth.” Then the king said
to the woman, “Go to your house, and | will give orders \
concerning you.” And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, “Or\
me be the guilt, my lord the king, and on my father's house; let | \
the king and his throne be guiltless.” The king said, “If anyone |
says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall never
touch you again.” Then she said, “Please let the king invoke
the LORD your God, that the avenger of blood kill no more,
and my son be not destroyed.” He said, “As the LORD lives, j/
not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.” Then the //
woman said, “Please let your servant speak a Word to my-ord
the king.” He said, “Speak.” _— /
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And the woman said, “Why then have you planned such a thing
against the people of God? For in giving this decision the kiﬁ%
convicts himself, inasmuch as the king does not bring his banished
one home again. We must all die; we are like water spilled on the
ground, which cannot be gathered up again. But God will not taRe
away life, and he devises means so that the banished one will not
remain an outcast. Now | have come to say this to my lord the kin
because the people have made me afraid, and your servant |
thought, ‘I will speak to the king; it may be that the king will perforrJn
the request of his servant. For the king will hear and deliver his J
servant from the hand of the man who would destroy me and my |
son together from the heritage of God.’ And your servant though/t[
‘The word of my lord the king will set me at rest,’ for my lord-the /
king is like the angel of God to discern good and evik-The LO
your God be with youl” _—
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Then the king answered the woman, “Do not hide from me
anything | ask you.” And the woman said, “Let my lord the king
speak.” The king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all this?”
The woman answered and said, “As surely as you live, my lord'the
king, one cannot turn to the right hand or to the left from anythinb
that my lord the king has said. It was your servant Joab who
commanded me; it was he who put all these words in the mouth of
your servant. In order to change the course of things your servant|
Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of the angel
of God to know all things that are on the earth.” Then the king sai(j
to Joab, “Behold now, | grant this; go, bring back the young man |
Absalom.” And Joab fell on his face to the ground and paid homa/ge
and blessed the king. And Joab said, “Today your servant know
that | have found favor in your sight, my lord the king;in in that tryz
king has granted the request of Iy}sjsejvant* /

So Joab arose and went to Geshur and brought Absalom to
Jerusalem. And the king said, “Let him dwell apart in his ow|
house; he is not to come into my presence.” So Absalom lived:
apart in his own house and did not come into the king's presenCe
Now in all Israel there was no one so much to be praised for his) \
handsome appearance as Absalom. From the sole of his foot to the
crown of his head there was no blemish in him. And when he cut |
the hair of his head (for at the end of every year he used to cut it; 1
when it was heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his |
head, two hundred shekels by the king's weight. There were born |
to Absalom three sons, and one daughter whose name was Tamq"r.
She was a beautiful woman. So Absalom lived two full years in |
Jerusalem, without coming into the king's presence. Then Absalom
sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but Joab WouM/ot come to
h|m And he sent a second t|me but Joab-would not come. /
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Then he said to his servants, “See, Joab's field is next to mine, and
he has barley there; go and set it on fire.” So Absalom's servants
set the field on fire. Then Joab arose and went to Absalom at his
house and said to him, “Why have your servants set my field o
fire?” Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, | sent word to you, ‘C(;‘Ne
here, that | may send you to the king, to ask, “Why have | come \
from Geshur? It would be better for me to be there still.” Now |
therefore let me go into the presence of the king, and if there is |
guilt in me, let him put me to death.” Then Joab went to the king
and told him, and he summoned Absalom. So he came to the king

and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king, and/
the king kissed Absalom. 4/
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Three Character Studies

1. Joab
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What's really going on in the parable?

+  David is simply applying the law in defense ofan

unexpected killer. This is God’s protection for \
accidental killings. (Exodus 21:12-13) \

* The woman compares her exiled son, whom David \
declared innocent, with David’s exiled son Absalom.

« David accepts the request to bring Absalom back,
but is this really “wisdom like the angel of God"? /

+ The son in the parable deserved exile, butAbsaIgm/
deserves death. -
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Three Character Studies

1. Joab
» Scheming and pragmatism
2. David

+ Restoration without forgiveness

3. Absalom

» Appearance and attitu/d/e/,,,// -
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Some election year applications: \

1. Despair or ecstasy toward the political process aré\
both evidences that our hopes are misplaced. \

2. The only way to create lasting change in society is
through the gospel.

3. The government we long for requires a better king. /‘




